
NELCSA Song festival 25 April 2021

Sermon on Watchword 2021 Luke 6,36

Jesus Christus spricht: Seid barmherzig, wie auch euer Vater

barmherzig ist! 

Jesus Christ says: Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

Jesus Christus sê: Julle moet barmhartig wees soos julle Vader

barmhartig is. Lukas 6,36

The Sermon is divided into five parts, and often refers to preceeding or

following songs. That is why they are included in this text. You can watch the

full service on https://youtu.be/7qg0BPvi5-Y

1) Bells/Glocken 
2) Now thank we all our God 
3) Begrüßung &Welcome Johannesgemeinde 

4) Schaffe in mir Gott

Sermon part 1
The heart of the Father

Dear sisters and brothers, 
How different, to celebrate a song festival like this! But despite all the
limitations, we can celebrate. Not only that. We can join from all over the
country, even the world, without travelling. People that would never have
travelled to Johannes congregation in Pretoria can now participate!
I encourage you to not “fast forward” or skip certain parts, but to “sit the
whole service through”. It sounds as if I am asking you to do something
unpleasant. It is quite the opposite. The various pieces of music, songs,
readings, prayers, all form a unity, and by not skipping or fast-forwarding
you get the full taste of this wonderful celebration.
I also encourae you to sing along where you can. Some parts are more
difficult. But, for instance, when the youth just now will be singing: The
“Lord´s my shepherd” many at home will be able to sing together with these
young voices. 
So, this festival is your opportunity to sing along, even if you cannot hold
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tune, to hum along if your voice is weak, and if you have a strong voice, to
sing your heart out. 
The introduction “Now thank we all our God” was an invitation to this! The
fact that the musicians came from NELCSA, FELSISA, Reformed Church
and others emphasises that this service too is an invitation to all and every
body to join in, and to share it with friends across the globe!

The sermon will come in five short parts, guided by the music before and
after each section, and the watchword of 2021 from Luke 6,36: 

Jesus Christ says: Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
Jesus Christus sê: Julle moet barmhartig wees soos julle Vader

barmhartig is.
Jesus Christus spricht: Seid barmherzig, wie auch euer Vater

barmherzig ist!
With these words Jesus captures the heart of God the Father. 
By the time this verse is quted in the gospel of Luke Jesus had already
shown what this mercy is about. The strongest illustration, however, comes
in chapter 15, with the parable of the “Lost son”. 
This young man took his father not only for granted, but took it for granted
that he, the son, was at the centre of the universe, that everything revolved
around him, his well being and his happiness. We know the end result- a
total mess in every sense, with him ending up in a pigsty.
There, in the deepest mess, he remembers his father and decides to crawl
back. Even though he is mentally preparing a confession of guilt, it is still
about him - he wants out of this mess, and wants food to eat. 
What happens then, reveals the heart of God: The father does not wait for
the crawling son´s confession, but runs to meet him, embracing this stinking
brat and confirms him as his son. 
This is the amazing father´s heart. 
When Jesus told this story, he knew that many people thought of God a the
strickt one whom you have to serve, like the other brother. But Jesus knows
that the Father loves to embrace, loves to restore, loves to bring his children
into a loving relationship. 
This, dear congregation, is the Father that Jesus introduces us to. This is the
one to whom we come when we confess our failures: A restoring Lord who
wants us to start afresh. We heard this in the previous song: Retore to me
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https://youtu.be/7qg0BPvi5-Y


the JOY of your salvation! And that is why we can now sing: Mir ist
Erbarmung wiederfahren (English: What mercy and divine compassion has
God in Christ revealed to me). 

6) Mir ist Erbarmung widerfahren 
7) Psalm 23: The Lord’s my shepherd S. Townend/C. Ortmann 

Sermon Part 2
In Father´s Arms

Oh, how I love this song, and the way it was sung - “And I will trust in you
alone, for your endless mercy follows me, your goodness leads me home!”
For the lost son it was not the father´s goodness that led him home, but his
own hunger and misery. He was not hoping for goodness and mercy,
because he had squandered it all. 
That is why the parable of the lost son is so powerful. It shows how the
father´s mercy reaches out to the undeserving, ungrateful, foolhardy,
reckless son who does not hope for restoration. Just prior to the watchword
Jesus spells this out, when he says in verse 35: The Most High is kind to the
ungrateful and wicket!
When I hear the youth singing, I think back to when I was young. I think
about the years of my life so far, and I realise: The only reason why I am
still a pastor is because Father kept on raching out to me too! Many times
he could have rejected me, chased me away. His Goodness lead me home!
I can picture myself in the arms of the loving Father - he does not pull up
his nose at my stench. He does not turn away with disgust- He holds me and
says: My child has come back!

With these words Jesus goes against almost everything that people believe
about God. He did not develop a new theory of God, but revealed to us the
heart of the Father, his Father, by whom he was sent. He was not guessing -
he was sharing what he knew to be true: God, Abba, Father of mercy!
 
With the next song “Kyrie eleison” which means “Lord, have mercy” I
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invite you to close your eyes and picture yourself in the arms of the
mercyful Father, who smiles at you and proudly says to you: “My child!”
And after that, open your eyes, and join choir, musicians and congregation
in the wonderful hymn: Mighty God, we praise thy name!

9) Kyrie
10) Gloria: Großer Gott wir loben dich
11) Gebet/Prayer
12) Epistel Römer 12:1-9 
Ich ermahne euch nun, Brüder und Schwestern, durch die Barmherzigkeit Gottes, dass ihr euch hingebt als ein
Opfer, das lebendig, heilig und Gott wohlgefällig sei. Das sei euer vernünftiger Gottesdienst. Und stellt euch
nicht dieser Welt gleich, sondern ändert euch durch Erneuerung eures Sinnes, auf dass ihr prüfen könnt, was
Gottes Wille ist, nämlich das Gute und Wohlgefällige und Vollkommene. Denn ich sage durch die Gnade, die
mir gegeben ist, jedem unter euch, dass niemand mehr von sich halte, als sich’s gebührt, sondern dass man
maßvoll von sich halte, wie Gott einem jeden zugeteilt hat das Maß des Glaubens. Denn wie wir an einem Leib
viele Glieder haben, aber nicht alle Glieder dieselbe Aufgabe haben, so sind wir, die vielen, ein Leib in Christus,
aber untereinander ist einer des andern Glied. Wir haben mancherlei Gaben nach der Gnade, die uns gegeben
ist. Hat jemand prophetische Rede, so übe man sie dem Glauben gemäß. Hat jemand ein Amt, so versehe sie
dies Amt. Ist jemand Lehrer, so lehre er. Hat jemand die Gabe, zu ermahnen und zu trösten, so ermahne und
tröste sie. Wer gibt, gebe mit lauterem Sinn. Wer leitet, tue es mit Eifer. Wer Barmherzigkeit übt, tue es mit
Freude. If your gift is to show mercy, show it cheerfully. Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what
is good. Be devoted to one another in love. 

13) Halleluja

Sermon Part 3
Help, I am not the only one!

I love being Opa, Grandfather! Especially when the children are of that age
where they run or crawl up to me to climb on my lap and give me a huge
hug, or just sit there smiling or dreaming. 
Over Easter my oldest daugther with family visited us. One year old Oskar
sat on my lap, totally satisfied and cuddly. Then three year old Connie came
and jumped on too- That was the end of peace. Oskar started pushing her
away, and she did the same to him. Each one wanted to cuddle, but not with
the other one! And I? I tried to convince them that both are my
grandchildren, and that I want them both on my lap!
The story of the lost son has a similar development, when the other, the
non-lost son realises what is happening and becomes angry: Why him? Why
not me? He is going to share in the fattened calf that I did not dare to touch
or ask for! That is unfair! Chase him away! 
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It is lovely to be embraced by the Father, to feel safe in his presence, to feel
loved. But when someone else wants to share that spot, it is a different story
- especially if I don´t like that person! 
That brings us to the other part of the watchword, where Jesus challenges
us to be mercyful -mercyful not towards God, but towards those where we
feel that they do not deserve our mercy, let alone God´s mercy! 

As long as we are in the fellowship of those whom we like, it is nice to “sit
on Father´s lap”. But as soon as certain others come closer, “Father´s lap”
becomes a battle ground, a place of pushing and shoving, biting and
pinching. We are so focused on the ones we don´t like, that we do not see
the sadness in Father´s face, do not hear him saying: But I want all of you
on my lap! I want all of you in my arms!
The next hymn: “Christians now praise ye, God the all merciful” reminds
us that Father invites all nations to come to him. We are not the only ones!

15) Nun preiset all Gottes Barmherzigkeit

16) Gospel read by youth
If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Love your enemies, do good to them, and
lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
Seid barmherzig, wie auch euer Vater barmherzig ist. 
Wees barmhartig soos julle Vader barmhartig is. 

17) Credo: Geloofsbeleidenis Chris Lamprecht 
 

Sermon Part 4
Practising mercy

Most Christians know the Apostle´s creed off by heart, at least in their
mother tongue. Do you know it in Afrikaans? Most likely only if you grew
up with it. Could you sing along when it was sung just now? I could not.
This musical arrangement needs lots and lots of practising in order to
succeed. The text was not re-arranged for music, but the music for the text.
There is no natural rhythm or rhyme, making the tune difficult to sing. The
musicians had to practise a lot before it sounded like it did.
When Jesus says: Be merciful, just as the Father is merciful, we must know:
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This does not come naturally! Our “life music” has a different rhythm, a
different style. We love those who love us, like those who are likable, are
kind to those where it feels good to be kind etc. 
With these words, however, Jesus asks us to “sing a tune” that follows a
different text, a non-poetic, non-rhyming text: Love your enemies, bless
those who curse you - on, and on he goes giving us extremely difficult
challenges. 
Just like some choir pieces need lots of practising before they start sounding
beautiful, so does this instruction!
 
The second son in the parable thought he knew his father - but he did not
understand the mercy part, not for his brother, nor for himself.
Many Christians serve God all their lives - but somehow miss the mercy
part - for themselves and for others!
God´s mercy is wonderful - and we need to practise it, so that it can
transform us. 
The next song: “Knowing you, Jesus” speaks about how our values, our
goals are changed when we get to know and follow Jesus. 
It does not come naturally - but when we practise it, it becomes beautiful!

19) Knowing you G Kendrick/L Larson Aufnahme: Sängerfest 2011 

Sermon Part 5
Father´s mercy reaches far and wide!

The second brother battled to accept his father embracing the dropout son. 
The father arranged a festival to celebrate the return of a child, and both
were invited to join the celebration. 
Jesus often used festivals to illustrate God´s passion and mercy: a full
house, joyful celebrations, people coming from east and west, north and
south to gather at the Lord´s table. 
We are called to practise mercy - not in order to please the Father, but
because, when we practise mercy, we form part of his stretched out arms.
Matthew quotes Jesus as saying: (5,16) “Let your light shine before the
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people, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in
heaven”
It is not about us, and it is not about us pleasing the Father. It is about this
incredibly merciful Father, and his desire to welcome in his arms people
that we have given up on. 
Be merciful - don´t push others away, but make place on Father´s lap, in
Father´s arms. Be merciful - there´s always room for more! 
Some of you might have seen my video-clip last year: “I was embraced by
God last night” I shared my early morning experience under a starry sky,
reading the watchword: Who created all this. It filled me with awe to realise
that God, Father, is embracing me and the whole wide world, like the sky
“embraces” the globe.
Father´s mercy surrounds and embraces us all. Merciful Christians are like 
the stars that create a beautiful sky of God´s love. 

Jesus shows us the heart of God the Father. He lives out God´s mercy and
calls us home. He invites us to become part of this wonderful movement
that transforms lives and changes the world. Be merciful, just as your Father
is merciful. 

Thank you Jesus, for showing us your wonderful Father. Thank you for
opening the door that we too may become His Children, your brothers and
sisters. Thank you, Thank you! Amen

Let us now join in and adore this wonderful, loving power of God´s love!

21) Oh, I adore God’s loving power Gemeinde Aufnahme: UELC 

Blessing
Receive the all embracing blessing of the Lord, our Saviour, our Father

The Lord bless you and keep you
the Lord turn his face towards you and be gracious to you

The Lord lift his face upon you and give you peace!

Horst Müller, Bishop NELCSA Email: hmuller@nelcsa.net
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