
  

The needs and despair are indeed enormous!     
Almost 80% of the annual rainfall had poured down in 
just a few days in mid-April causing the devastating 
floods and mud slides in large parts of the South 
African eastern coastal region. Hundreds lost their 
lives, and much infrastructure and thousands of huts 
and houses were destroyed or damaged. 

Initially, in the days after the devastation we did not 
know where to start with providing aid and support; 
and also where it was safe enough to go, as many 
roads and bridges were affected or still flooded. But 
then some of our members received news of two 
shelters that had sprung up overnight – we then 
focused our efforts there. 

Dear NELCSA Sister Congregations and all other Donors and Friends, 

On behalf of the recipients, the New Germany Lutheran Congregation 
would like to pass on the gratitude and appreciation for your donations 
towards flood relief and support. In turn, NGLC appreciates the trust 
placed in us to use and distribute your donations where we saw the need. 

Flood Relief: Thank You & Update 

4 May 2022 

Photos 19 Apr 2022 by G Fechter: Scarred landscape at Tshelimnyama near Marianhill. 
Several homes “washed away” completely, collapsed or were destroyed.  

“Marianhill” Shelter: On 19 April our Pastor Martin Büttner, member Zamokhuhle Manqele 
and I, armed with a combi-load of food, water and blankets which we purchased with your 
generous donations, made our first journey to the shelter at the Shekinah Community 
Church International in Tshelimnyama near Marianhill. The trip took us via a partially flooded 
bridge over the Mhlathuzana River. We met with Pastor Ndlovu, who explained that in the 
middle of the night people started knocking on his door to open the church for them to 
take shelter, as their houses had been destroyed. Pastor Ndlovu had built the partially 
completed and unfurnished church building out of his own pocket some years back. Now 
the shelter houses and feeds 80 to 100 people. One lady taking shelter said she had lost 
everything, but at least she has her job; while another replied that she does not even have 
a job. Several small children were milling and playing around, while some of the shelter’s 
older children were at school. Many adults went to their normal workplaces during the day. 



  

Photos 19 & 20 Apr 2022: 
Shekinah Community Church 

Pastor Martin praying for and with 
the people at the shelter 

Enthusiastic children helping 
Pastor and Zamokhuhle to fill 
water containers 

Pastor Ndlovu and his team of 
cooks in the makeshift kitchen 

We returned the next day with a water tank in 
tow and to deliver a 3-plate gas cooker. There 
is a standpipe at the church, but the water 
pressure is very low, in part due to the many 
leaks caused by the floods. The makeshift 
kitchen was certainly ill equipped to feed so 
many people daily. Some days later we were 
able to deliver 25 mattresses and more 
blankets which we had ordered. We also 
purchased and provided other kitchen utensils 
and more food and toiletries, in addition to 
donated second hand goods. 

We are still very concerned about the 
inadequate ablutions and hygiene facilities. 
Only 2 toilets! Our member Liesel Muhl and her 
partner generously donated and fitted a door. 

Photo 19 Apr 2022 by G Fechter: Scarred land at Tshelimnyama near Marianhill. 
Several homes “washed away” or destroyed.  

Sub5 KwaDabeka Shelter: We had in the meantime established a small committee to 
coordinate our flood relief efforts. On Sunday 24 April, committee members Wendell Peters 
and Zamokhuhle visited the “Sub5” shelter that is closer to New Germany, with access roads 
still intact. They met with Philile, the coordinator at the shelter. This large city community hall 
that is still under construction became a shelter for some 210 people, including many 
children. Amongst the children was a 6-day old new-born, and arrival of a mom with new-
born twins were awaited from hospital.  

Here the need was enormous and included blankets, mattresses (only a concrete floor), 
food/groceries, school uniforms, toiletries, nappies and baby formula. On 26 April we were 
able to deliver 25 mattresses followed by a large portion of the 150 blankets that we had 
ordered. We were also able to provide some food and toiletries and other donated goods. 

Again, here the makeshift kitchen provides many challenges for the cooks, and the ablution 
and personal hygiene facilities were inadequate. These problems still need attention. 

 



  

Pot of Soup (Gold): NGLC decided to 
provide relief to the ladies that cook the 
food at the 2 shelters by cooking a large 
pot of wholesome soup. The soup was 
then frozen in 2-liter containers ready for 
delivery. What a wonderful teamwork led 
by Almut Buhr, who organised everything 
via our Hospitality WhatsApp Group. Very 
quickly our members clubbed together to 
donate all the ingredients. Some 
members opted to cook a soup at home 
and deposit it in the NGLC freezers. 

Refreshments at the Pinetown Morgue: On 
Friday 22 April NGLC provided tea, coffee, 
sandwiches and biscuits at the Pinetown 
Morgue. This after Pastor Martin received a 
message from a representative of His Church 
Pinetown that Captain Manqele, from the SA 
Police Pinetown had asked if the local 
churches could provide comfort and 
refreshments at the morgue. Up to 100 grieving 
people waited at the morgue for many hours 
to identify their loved ones while due process 
was followed. Churches then took turns on 
different days. On the Friday, Pastor Martin also 
comforted the bereaved and spoke a prayer. 

Photos 24 April by Wendell Peters: Sub5 Shelter 

Photo 26 April by 
Stefan Conrads: 
Mattresses being 
dispatched 

Photo by Zamokhuhle 26 April: 
Mattresses delivered 

Photo 29 April: 
Blankets delivered 
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For Donations: 

Please use the banking details as shown with reference “Donation: Flood Relief” or 
“Donation: Care Group”. 

 

For donations from overseas, note that the Standard Bank “Swift Code” is SBZAZAJJ. 
(Commonly used secure online transfer platforms/apps may be used to save on 
bank fees.) 

NGLC Care Group: This ministry has for many years been providing weekly food 
parcels to our registered recipient families with no or limited income. As a result of 
Covid-19 and last year’s political unrests, and now the floods, demand has 
increased. The Care Group also contributes to school fees of some children and 
offers an afternoon Homework Club, amongst other charitable projects. 

Support to Individuals: One of our NGLC ground staff members, had the traumatic 
experience of retrieving the bodies of his aunt and the two toddlers she was looking after 
from a mudslide, after digging frantically all night in a rescue attempt. While one can 
never take such a trauma and pain away, NGLC is providing some support to him and 
other bereaved that we have in our community.  

 

In closing I would again like to thank all our Donors for supporting and energising our 
flood relief efforts. I would also like to thank our enthusiastic and hands-on Flood Relief 
Committee and all the NGLC Members who offer support and help. 

There is still much that we can do, even though it might seem like a drop in the ocean.  

We pray that God may continue to bless the donations and our efforts; and that more 
long-term solutions may be found towards the accommodation and support of the flood 
victims. 

Should you wish to support us further in monetary or practical ways, please contact me 
or Pastor Martin. Details for further monetary donations are provided below. 

God bless you 

Gisela Fechter, Chairperson of the NGLC Council, and Pastor Martin Büttner 

fechter.gisela@gmail.com   office@newgermany.co.za 
+27 83 768 1325    +27 31 100 0499 
 


