
  

But before I do, let me once more thank you all 
wholeheartedly on behalf of the recipients for 
your donations towards flood relief and for 
giving it so “cheerfully”.  In 2 Corinthians 9:7 it 
says, “for God loves a cheerful giver”. Indeed, 
we feel privileged to pass on your cheerful 
giving to the flood victims; and in return see the 
gratitude, happiness and relief on their faces. 

After the mid-April devastating floods and mud 
slides in South Africa’s eastern coastal region, 
during which hundreds lost their lives and 
thousands lost their homes and property, more 
heavy rain fell last weekend! This unusual winter 
rain caused even more damage to 
infrastructure, undid some of the clean-up and 
reconstruction work that was in progress and 
brought more trauma and hardship to our local 
communities. On Saturday afternoon as the rain 
bucketed down, one of the organisers at the 
Marianhill Shelter sent me a WhatsApp saying: 
“We are praying for this rain to stop!” 

Dear NELCSA Sister Congregations, other Donors and Friends, 

Following on from our previous letter-report of 4 May, we would like to 
provide you with an update on how things are going with the two shelters 
and the families we are supporting; and what we have been up to with 
our Flood Relief efforts with the help and encouragement of your 
generous donations.  

Flood Relief: Thank You & Update 

24 May 2022 

Photos 14 May 2022 by Z Manqele: Flood devastation at KwaDabeka.  

Shelters: Our focus on and support of the Marianhill Shelter at the Shekinah Community 
Church and the Sub5 KwaDabeka Shelter at a municipal community hall closer to New 
Germany continues. As mentioned previously, these shelters were established overnight 
and are run by incredibly generous and selfless volunteers. The two shelters house and take 
care of 120 and 200 victims respectively. Pastor Ndlovu from Shekinah explained that the 
numbers at the shelter have increased as people felt unsafe in their damaged houses; and 
as people injured during the floods are trickling in from the hospitals. Ms Philile Mbandlwa, 
lead organiser at the KwaDabeka Shelter, said that as the shelter is “full” her volunteers are 
also supporting affected families that stay at home. 



  

I must mention that it is very encouraging and heart-warming 
to see that we are not the only ones providing support to the 
shelters. Other organisations are also helping tremendously, 
and we are seeing for example groceries being delivered, 
JoJo-type water tanks donated, and portable toilets being 
provided along with the servicing. As we are not in touch 
with these other organisations, it is a little like Jesus said during 
the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6: 3&4) “But when you 
give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your 
right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.” 

So, our approach is to stay in touch with the shelter’s 
organisers and then address the needs they express; and 
also, see for ourselves during our visits what would benefit the 
shelters and/or support the volunteers. 

Children: When we dropped off a cool box packed with frozen soup at the KwaDabeka 
Shelter, some of the little children saw the 2-litre ice cream containers that the soup was 
packaged in and were rather disappointed that we were not bringing them some ice 
cream. Again, this drew our attention to how many children there were at each of the 
shelters; and that there was very little for them to do. In fact, when we then asked Philile 
whether there are any toys for the children at the shelter, she replied that they altogether 
had only one ball to play with. The situation at the Marianhill Shelter, was similar as we saw 
the small children using three office swivel chairs as their playground and the only ‘toys’ to 
play with. Our heartstrings were indeed stirred, especially considering that each shelter had 
about 50 children of all ages from newborn to 17-year-olds. [Note: The announcement by the 
hospital of the arrival of newborn twins of a mom from the KwaDabeka Shelter had been an error.] 

KwaDabeka: Zamokhuhle and 
Gisela dropping of soup, for 
Philile and her team 
gentlemth================

As such we ordered and delivered altogether 125 mattresses and 300 blankets to keep the 
victims warm as winter sets in. There is also a need for kitchen equipment and utensils and 
gas for cooking; and of course, groceries and toiletries, which we are providing from time 
to time. NGLC also donated 10 of our used trestle tables, which were well appreciated. 

While additional toilets have been provided by others, a need that we have identified and 
are not able to address at this stage is the lack of adequate amenities and kitchen sink 
facilities along with disposal of greywater. It is of grave concern, particularly at the 
KwaDabeka shelter (that is effectively an on-hold construction site), as greywater along 
with litter and other wastes is causing unsafe and unhygienic conditions surrounding the 
hall. Since it is a municipal site, we have contacted the municipal Health Department in 
the hope that a practical solution can be found. We also hope to facilitate a meeting with 
the Ward Councillor in this regard but have not yet received a reply. In the meantime, our 
team have done an impromptu ad-hoc clean-up, to relieve the situation a little. 

So, over the past two weekends our Flood Relief Team, 
assisted by our NGLC Children’s Church Team, visited the 
shelters armed with toys, party packs, popcorn and of 
course ice cream for the children. In preparation we 
collected donations of toys, crayons, wastepaper to draw 
on, topped up with some purchases, to fill a big toy box for 
each shelter and the individual party packs.  

The big excitement and happiness was infectious! And if 
the smiles were not enough of a “Thank you”, we were 
treated with joyous singing. 



 

For Donations: 

Please use the banking details as shown with reference “Donation: Flood Relief” or 
“Donation: Care Group”. 

 

Support to Individuals and Families: Pastor Martin, assisted by some of our members, are 
paying visits and providing counselling and support to individuals and families that had 
so traumatically lost their loved ones and homes. Here our team is also allocating 
donations, to address some of their needs. Our Councillor, Simanga Sithebe, through his 
work became aware of a mother who lost a teenage and a baby daughter after her 
house was destroyed by a mudslide. Her 5-year-old son became a hero, when he called 
the neighbours who were able to come to the rescue of the mother on that fateful day. 

 

May God continue to guide us and bless the donations and our efforts; and may He 
open our eyes for where specific needs are. 

Should you wish to support us further in monetary or practical ways, please contact me 
or Pastor Martin. Details for further monetary donations are provided below. 

God bless you 

Gisela Fechter, Chairperson of the NGLC Council, and Pastor Martin Büttner 

fechter.gisela@gmail.com   pastor@newgermany.co.za 
+27 83 768 1325    +27 31 100 0499 

Marianhill Shelter 21 May 2022: 
Bringing some love and joy while 
the rain outside was pouring down 

For donations from overseas, note that the 
Standard Bank “Swift Code” is SBZAZAJJ. 
(Commonly used secure online transfer 
platforms/apps may be used to save on bank 
fees.) 

NGLC Care Group: This ministry has for many 
years been providing weekly food parcels to 
our registered recipient families with no or 
limited income. As a result of Covid-19 and last 
year’s political unrests, and now the floods, 
demand has increased. The Care Group also 
contributes to school fees of some children 
and offers an afternoon Homework Club, 
amongst other charitable projects. 


